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VALERIO BACAK

School of Criminal Justice, Rutgers University
Associate Professor, 2021-present
Assistant Professor, 2015-2021

Consultant, International Organization for Migration, Inter-American Development Bank,
UNODC, UNDP, UNICEF, WHO (West Bank and Gaza, Azerbaijan, Croatia, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Montenegro, and Iraq); since 2006.

Research Fellow, Department of Sociology, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
University of Zagreb; 2008-2010.

Research Fellow, World Health Organization Collaborating Centre for Capacity Building
in HIV/AIDS Surveillance, Zagreb, Croatia; 2007.

Research Affiliate, New Jersey Policy Lab, Rutgers University, 2022-present.

Member, Rapid Response Research Team, American Council of Chief Defenders, Nati-
onal Legal Aid & Defender Association, 2019—present.

Member, Rutgers Center for Gender, Sexuality, Law and Policy, 2016-present.

Collaborator, WHO Collaborating Centre for HIV Strategic Information, 2007-present.

PhD, Sociology, University of Pennsylvania, 2015.
(Committee: Paul Allison, John MacDonald,

Jason Schnittker (Chair), Christopher Uggen, and Christopher Wildeman)
AM, Statistics, Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania, 2014.
MA, Sociology, University of Pennsylvania, 2012.
MSc, Sociology, University of Oxford, 2008.

Weidenfeld Fellow
BA, Sociology, University of Zagreb, 2007

(University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, 2003-04)

Certificate in Effective College Instruction, 2023
Association of College and University Educators (ACUE) and the American Council
on Education (ACE) 25-module course in effective teaching practices.

forthcoming & published

* denotes student co-author.
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frontline of American inequality. Social Forces.
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among HIV-negative men who have sex with men in Zagreb, Croatia. AIDS and
Behavior, 12(3), 505-512.

Bacak, V., & Soh, D. (2006). On the road: Croatian truck drivers, commercial sex and
HIV/AIDS. Collegium Antropologicum, 30(2), 99-103.

book reviews

Schnittker, J., Massoglia, M., & Uggen, C. 2022, “Prisons and Health in the Age of Mass
Incarceration,” Oxford University Press. Ismail, N. 2022, “The English Prison Health
System After a Decade of Austerity, 2010-2020: The Failed Political Experiment.”
Taylor & Francis. Punishment & Society, in press.

Hedstrom, P. 2005, “Dissecting the Social: On the Principles of Analytical Sociology,”
Cambridge University Press. Croatian Sociological Review, 35(3-4):231-234, 2009.

Halkias, A. 2004, “The Empty Cradle of Democracy. Sex, Abortion, and Nationalism in
Greece,” Duke University Press. Ardiives of Sexual Behavior, 36:868-870, 2007.

other publications

Interviews with Jeffrey Alexander, Gary Fine, Erik Olin Wright, Susan Watkins, Matthew
Salganik, and Samuel Friedman. Available by request.



funding

teaching

Opinion pieces published in Croatian and US newspapers.

New Jersey State Policy Lab, 2021, “Cannabis Legalization in New Jersey: A Baseline Stu-
dy” Co-PI. $52,750.

Arnold Ventures, 2020, “Understanding Vaccine Hesitancy Among Incarcerated People
to Develop Evidence-Based Policy in a Pandemic.” Co-PI. $68,242.

Drug Enforcement and Policy Center, 2020, “Marijuana Legalization in New Jersey: Early
Impacts on Community-Level Crime and Beliefs.” Co-PI. $84,000.

Initiative for Multidisciplinary Research Teams (IMRT) Award, 2017, “Interdisciplinary
Research Initiative on LGBTQ Inmates and Health.” PI. $157,810.

Rutgers Grant Award in Big Data Analytics, 2017, “Understanding Systems and Outcomes
of Indigent Defense using Big Data.” Co-PI. $40,000.

Initiative for Humanities, Arts, Social Sciences, and Business Research Teams (IHASSRT)
Award, 2017, “Interdisciplinary LGBTQ Health Disparities and Health Promotion
Research Initiative.” Co-Project Director. $50,000.

Rutgers University-Newark Chancellor’s Strategic Seed Grant, 2016, “The Weight of Pu-
blic Service: Occupational Health among Public Defenders.” PI. $60,000.

Rutgers Research Council Award, 2016, "Using Text Mining to Analyze Reports of Officer
Involved Shootings.” P1. $1,500.

Rutgers University (instructor):
Comparative Crime and Criminal Justice (G), 2022, 2023
Comparative Criminal Justice Systems (UG), 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023!
Drug Policy (UG), 2023
Introductory Statistics (G), 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018
Data Analysis in Criminal Justice (UG), 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022
Applied Machine Learning (G), 2019

University of Pennsylvania (teaching assistant):
Criminal Justice Data Analytics (G), Instructor: Greg Ridgeway 2015
Drugs and Gangs (UG), Instructor: Emily Owens, 2014
Introduction to Sociology (UG), Instructor: Onoso Imoagene, 2013
Quantitative Methods II (G), Instructor: Paul Allison, 2013
Quantitative Methods I (G), Instructor: Paul Allison, 2012
Social Statistics (UG), Instructor: Hyunjoon Park, 2012
Quantitative Methods I (G), Instructor: Herbert Smith, 2011

Non-university teaching:

'Course taught to incarcerated students in prison as part of the New Jersey Scholarship and Transformati-
ve Education in Prisons (NJ-STEP) initiative.



advising

selected
presentations

training

Workshops on research design, data collection, and data analysis for social epidem-
iological research among vulnerable populations.

Dissertation committee: Kathleen Powell, Ntasha Bhardwaj, Christiane Schwarz, Lauren
Wilson (Chair), Ashley Appleby, Danielle Shields, Felipe Salazar Tobar, Sara Thomp-
son, Jordan Costa, Sandy Xie.

Empirical paper committee: Katherine Bright (Chair), Brandon Turchan, Alisa Matlin,
Christiane Schwarz, Danielle Shields, Jo Kubik, Ntasha Bhardway, Sadaf Hashimi,
Chase Montagnet, Ashley Appleby, Jordan Costa, Sara Thompson, Carolina Ri-
beiro Caliman.

External advisor in the Advanced Data Analysis Project to PhD students in the Department
of Statistics & Data Science, Carnegie Mellon University: Holly Bossart, Mateo
Dulce Rubio, Shuying Shen; 2021/22; 2023.

“Cross-national variation in victimization and its consequences for sexual and gender min-
ority populations across Europe,” American Society of Criminology, 2023.

“Social inequalities in health and medical care in prisons: Cross-national evidence from
Latin America and the Caribbean,” Inter-American Development Bank, 2023.

“LGBTI citizenship, safety, and wellbeing in Europe,” Department of Criminal Justice,
Temple University, 2023.

“The pursuit of justice and the (too) heavy weight of public service”, Public Defenders and
Public Defense in Latin America and the United States: Mapping local dilemmas and
opportunities for Reform, Indigent Defense Research Association, 2023.

“Police fairness and legitimacy across the post-communist divide in Europe,” Centre for
Socio-Legal Studies, University of Oxford, 2023.

“The weight of public service: Occupational stress and wellbeing among public defenders.”
American Society of Criminology, 2018.

“The effect of timing of incarceration on mental health: Evidence from a natural experi-
ment.” New York University, Department of Sociology, 2018.

Discussant, “Law enforcement and population processes” session. Population Association
of America, 2017.

Presenting Data and Information, Instructor: Edward R. Tufte, NYC, 2019

Causal Inference in Statistical Text Analysis, Instructor: Brandon Stewart, Department of
Sociology, NYU, 2017

Causal Inference with Directed Graphs, Instructor: Felix Elwert, Statistical Horizons,
Philadelphia, 2016

Causal Mediation Analysis, Instructor: Kosuke Imai, Graduate School of Education, Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, 2014
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Editorial
service

service to the
profession

Propensity Score Methods, Instructor: Elizabeth Stuart, Graduate School of Education,
University of Pennsylvania, 2012

Fragile Families Workshop, Social Work, Columbia University, 2012

Policy Analysis Workshop, RAND Europe, Cambridge, UK, 2010

Network Analysis with Pajek, European Science Foundation, University of Ljubljana, 2009

Youth Research Summer School, Society for Research on Adolescence, University of Brit-
ish Columbia, 2009

Qualitative Comparative Analysis, Cathie Marsh Centre for Census and Survey Research,
University of Manchester, 2008

Rutgers Board of Trustees Research Fellowship for Scholarly Excellence Award, 2021
Fulbright U.S. Scholar award, Croatia, 2020
Mathematica Policy Research Summer Research Fellowship, 2014
Gertrude and Otto Pollak Summer Research Fellowship, Department of Sociology,
University of Pennsylvania, 2014
Clifford Clogg Scholarship, ICPSR Summer Program, 2013
Benjamin Franklin/Pew Presidential Fellowship, University of Pennsylvania, 2010-15
International Fulbright Science and Technology Award, 2010
Weidenfeld Scholarships and Leadership Programme, Oxford University, 2007
Open Society Institute, Undergraduate Exchange Program,
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, 2003

School of Criminal Justice, Rutgers University, committees:
Peer Evaluation Committee
Awards and School Promotion
Comprehensive Exam
Research and Professional Development (former Chair)
Scheduling (Chair)
Rutgers University-wide: Limited Submission Reviewer Pool Member

Editorial board member:
Journal of Health and Social Behavior (2021-2023)
International Journal of Sexual Health (2020-2023)
Croatian Sociological Review (2015-present)

Section Chair (Quantitative Methods) on the American Society of Criminology Annual
Conference Program Committee, 2023

Member, Awards and Mentoring Committees, Division on Queer Criminology, American
Society of Criminology, 2023



peer
review

references

Member, Division of International Criminology Outstanding Book Award Committee,
American Society of Criminology, 2022, 2023

Chair, Methods Workshop Committee, American Society of Criminology, 2018-19

Ad Hoc Committee on Mentoring, Section on Law and Deviance, American Sociological
Association, 2019

Member, Methods Workshop Committee, American Society of Criminology, 2017-18

Organizer, interdisciplinary conference: “LGBTQ Health & Resilience: Promoting LG-
BTQ Health in Schools, Prisons, and the Military,” Rutgers University, 2019.

Member, Editorial Board, Croatian Sociological Review, 2009-2013.

Editor, SANscript, Newsletter of the Sociologists AIDS Networks, 2011-14

Co-founder & vice-president, European Sociology Students’ Association, 2003-4; 2005-6

American Journal of Sociology; American Sociological Review; American Journal
of Public Health; Acta Sociologica; Aggressive Behavior; Archives of Sexual Behavior;
AIDS Care; BMC Public Health; BMC Women’s Health; British Medical Journal (Open);
Criminology; Crime & Delinquency; Children and Youth Services Review; Demography;
European Sociological Review; European Journal of Criminology; Ethnicity and Health;
Health Affairs; Health & Justice; Health Services Research; International Criminal Justice
Review; International Journal of Comparative Sociology; International Journal of Sexual
Health; International Journal for Equity in Health; Journal of Children and Media; Journal
of Adolescent Health; Journal of Computational Social Science; Journal of Epidemiology
& Community Health; Journal of Experimental Criminology; Journal of Health and Social
Behavior; Journal of Quantitative Criminology; Journal of Public Health; Journal of Rese-
arch on Adolescence; Journal of Sex Research; Journal of Youth Studies; Journal of Rese-
arch in Crime and Delinquency; Justice Quarterly; Journal of Correctional Health Care;
Journal of Epidemiology and Global Health; Psychology, Health, & Medicine; Krimin-
ologie; Peer]; Psychological Trauma; Public Opinion Quarterly; Race and Justice; Social
Problems; Social Science & Medicine; Social Science Research; SSM-Population Health;
Social Indicators Research; Scandinavian Journal of Public Health; Sexuality and Cult-
ure; Sexuality Research and Social Policy; Society and Mental Health; Sociology Compass;
Social Currents; Social Forces; Sociological Methods & Research; Socius; Youth & Society.

Book and journal proposal reviews: Cambridge University Press; Princeton University
Press; SAGE.

Grant reviewer: Croatian Science Foundation; Swiss National Science Foundation; U.S.
National Science Foundation.

Professor Jason Schnittker, Department of Sociology, University of Pennsylvania
Professor Paul Allison, Department of Sociology, University of Pennsylvania
Professor Robert Apel, School of Criminal Justice, Rutgers University



Professor Shadd Maruna, School of Social Sciences, Queen’s University Belfast
Professor Christopher Wildeman, Department of Sociology, Duke University
Professor Aleksandar Stulhofer, Department of Sociology, University of Zagreb



