RU-N, School of Criminal Justice Person-First and Humanizing
Language Statement

The Rutgers University School of Criminal Justice (SC]) encourages
students, faculty, and staff to use person-first and

humanizing language in their verbal and written

communications. Being mindful of the ways in which we describe
people impacted by our criminal legal systems is an important step
in restoring their dignity and humanity. This evolution

of language is an important piece of broader systemic shifts that are
needed to make our justice systems more equitable. We encourage
replacing labels that refer to people as “offender,”

“inmate,” “parolee” or related terms with more neutral descriptors
such as “person convicted of a crime,” “incarcerated person,” and
“person under parole supervision.” Additional details about why
this is important can be found here, here, and here.
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https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.themarshallproject.org%2F2021%2F04%2F12%2Fthe-language-project&data=05%7C01%7Cwm307%40scj.rutgers.edu%7C21f07fd0202c414bf64808db44fbe905%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638179620963909343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B9qBs6my9m1ODK0JC17%2FK%2BiPnvMNziEBBpOPsTXbyiY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2Fpmc%2Farticles%2FPMC6240232%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cwm307%40scj.rutgers.edu%7C21f07fd0202c414bf64808db44fbe905%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638179620963909343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yCjRDu2oTqDZsL22O%2BZ74ToLZV6oJLIoE5N1OxseLPg%3D&reserved=0
https://onlinelibrary-wiley-com.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/doi/full/10.1111/1745-9125.12145

